
ENVIRONMENTAL RESEARCH AND EDUCATION FOUNDATION 
Developing environmental solutions for the future. 
 
120 S. Fayette Street     Alexandria, Virginia USA  22314      703-299-5139      Fax 703-299-5145      www.erefdn.org 
 
 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  
September 5, 2003 
 
Contact: Edward W. Repa, Ph.D., Director of Environmental Programs 

erepa@erefdn.org or 703-299-5139 x11 
   
 

ENVIRONMENTAL RESEARCH AND EDUCATION 
FOUNDATION EXTENDS FUNDING FOR FLORIDA 

BIOREACTOR LANDFILL RESEARCH 
 
 

Alexandria, Va. - At its August 27 meeting in La Jolla, Calif., the Environmental Research and Education 

Foundation's (EREF) Board of Directors approved extended funding for one of its solid waste research 

projects: 

 

$30,000 to the University of Central Florida, Orlando, Fla., to evaluate the fate of nitrogen in 

bioreactor landfills by conducting laboratory and field studies aimed at determining nitrification and 

denitrification rates as a function of ammonia and nitrate mass loadings, respectively, under different 

environmental conditions (e.g., temperature, age of waste since placed, and oxygen levels) to more 

accurately characterize nitrification and denitrification in landfills and to provide the data necessary 

to enable field-scale implementation.  

 

In April 2002, EREF provided initial funding of $30,000 for the project.  The funds allowed 

experimental research to begin on evaluating the optimal environmental conditions and efficiencies of in-situ 

nitrification/denitrification of leachate at the New River Landfill in Florida.  An aerobic, municipal solid 

waste bioreactor is being operated and parameters are being measured in the leachate to indicate whether 

nitrification/denitrification is occurring in-situ.   

 

The Environmental Research and Education Foundation is an independent public charity; its funding 

base is derived from donations from corporations and individuals who are committed to EREF’s mission to 

develop environmental solutions for the future.    

 

For more complete information on the EREF, go to its website www.erefdn.org or call 703.299.5139. 
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