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“Researchers can use 

these findings to 

accelerate methane 

production for power 

generation.” 

“The starting bug has been 

found. That opens the door 

to engineering better 

landfills with better 

production management. 

Imagine a landfill with 

real economic prospects 

beyond getting the trash 

out of sight.” 

www.erefdn.org 

As an EREF scholar  
at North Carolina  
State University,  
current EREF  
President and CEO  
Bryan Staley’s Ph.D. research 
identified a key microbe 
responsible for initiating methane 
from landfills under less than 
optimal conditions. 
 
On April 6, 2011 North Carolina 
State University issued a press 
release with the results of this 
research project. The exciting 
findings were picked up by media 
outlets throughout the country. 


